2o8                    Pope Pius XI
is openly said in Germany that if there is any break in the
arrangement of the concordat, it is the act of the Nazi
Party and not of the State, that it was the State and not the
Nazi Party that made the concordat, and lastly that the
State was so weak when she made it that she cannot be
expected to keep to all clauses to-day. These clauses
include freedom of action for recognised Catholic organi-
sations, freedom of religious teaching in the schools, and
freedom of access of the bishops to their flocks and also
to the Pope in Rome.
The Catholics in Germany are asking what is now the
best method of governing the Church. Should it be on
the lines of big organised national Catholic bodies who
will at least fight for their cause? or should it be in the old
divided manner of bishops dealing only with their own
diocese, sometimes jealous of their neighbours and looking
only to an authority in Rome? This authority after all, in
these days of growing nationalism, is now an independent
government and therefore a foreign one from the point
of view of Germans, and its independence is compromised
by being completely surrounded by Italian mentality and
Italian influences, which make a really independent
sovereignty almost impossible.
All the appalling difficulties that the Church has got to
face, and that Pope Pius XI, a man of eighty years of age, is
called upon to solve, seem to me to be centred in the
problems of Germany, Spain and Russia; and the German
question itself is of such vital importance that it necessi-
tates the writing of a whole book rather than of one chap-
ter, a book which I hope soon to have finished.
The Papal Encyclical of March aoth is a protest and no
more, Both sides will watch to see how far German